
 

 

The Gaston County Art Guild serves the area’s working 
artists, art students, hobbyists, and ART PATRONS  
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  2011-2012 Officers 

October 
Meeting: 

Tues. Oct. 11th  
7:00 pm at: 

     Arts On Main 
212 W. Main Ave.  

 
* Tenant Meeting 

will be held at 
6:30 

October 

2011 

 “The Show and Tell It Like It Is Issue” ...Read on, this gets scary!   
  

What a busy fall we’re having so far! The turnout for the monthly meetings is way 

up, as is our membership. There were new faces present at the Artspace meeting this 

past week, and the attendance at the Grand Reception was amazing.  Finally, college 

students are starting to flock in. YAY! Even chilly temperatures didn’t discourage folks 

from coming out to our  First Annual Chalk Art Festival ever and everyone had a blast!  

What a sight it was to see the street blocked off with artists of all ages creating visual 

treats ON IT, some even sprawled out in the middle of it, all enjoying a play day to-

gether!  Merryman Cleveland is to be commended for pulling the event together, one 

which is bound to become bigger and better each year.  The visual arts community in 

Gaston County is really cranking up! Even a year ago, no one would have imagined that 

ANY of these things would be happening in our little city. Arts On Main wasn’t even 

thought of until a few months ago.  See how far a few people with a common focused 

energy can come in less than a year? 

Now that our momentum is up, it’s time to step it up a level.  We’ve all had a won-

derful time at the events enjoying each other’s company and admiring the art, but now 

we need to start actively encouraging art sales to our employers, co-workers, politi-

cians, friends and family…..everyone! Sales have been steady so far (partly due to our 

members), but no business can survive without new customers.  With this economy, 

each individual who’s able to, needs to come in and open his or her wallet and “Put 

your money where you mouth is”!  Yes, this is a delicate subject and we could easily 

bury our heads in the sand and pretend in our artsy ways that we can survive on art, 

love, and wine and cheese. However, this undertaking has been a huge leap of faith for 

the City of Gastonia and the GCAG. In order to be successful, we simply have to sell art. 

Okay, I said it, and yes, it was difficult! (I warned you it would get scary)! Continued 

Visitors flock in to the Grand Reception at Arts On Main 
Photo by Tammy Cantrell 

 

212 W. Main Ave. 
Gastonia, NC 

704.865.GCAG 
704.865 (4224)  

artsonmain@att.net 
           

Tu-Thu 11:30-5:30 
Fri- Sat  11:00-7:00 

Also open during 
 Downtown Events 

Free parking 
Behind the building 
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Roy Lindsay and Ryan Karpinsky 

Present the  

“Roy Don’t Give A Damn Lindsay and Friends ”  
Exhibition 

plus unique sculptures by Nat Cole 
 

October 1st through October 29th, 2011 
 

Featuring 80 new works by Roy Lindsay, Ryan Karpinsky 
and Nat Cole 

 

Opening Reception  
Saturday October 1st at 2:00 

      170 South Street in Gastonia 704-824-1511                                                         
                                   www.artstation.biz 

 

                    Tues-Thurs 9am-9pm   Fri-Sat 9am-11pm 

                Reception Sponsored by The Bottle Shoppe  
                     and Nick’s Steak and Taphouse                                                        

The greatest  mystery to an artist lies in trying to understand how  people  will go out and spend a thousand dollars or more on a 

new sofa,  electronics,  or other household item, but wouldn’t even think of spending a couple hundred dollars on a piece of art. After 

a few years that furniture is going to wear out, the electronics will burn out, but a piece of art that “speaks to you” is your friend for 

life.  Original art is a ONE OF A KIND creation, (like your children or your pets), but unlike children or pets, it doesn’t require feeding 

or maintenance. It’s always there welcoming you home, makes you feel good to look at it, and doesn’t talk back! As all of you  mem-

bers who are artists know, nothing validates your efforts and your very existence like selling one of your creations.  The studio spaces 

at AOM are inexpensive, but they’re not free! Please support these local artists. At Arts On Main, there is such a vast selection of art 

that there’s absolutely something for everyone. Nobody will be able to walk through the gallery, artists’ studios and gift shop without 

seeing something they’d love to take home. AOM takes all major credit cards and even does layaways, so there’s no reason everyone 

shouldn’t become an art collector! Pass that information on to everyone you know, share it on your facebook page, and bring your 

Christmas list recipients in to select something they love or give them a gift certificate and let them come in on their own.  

An active arts center is a wonderful asset to any city, even to those 

citizens who think it’s a waste of time, tax-payer money, etc.  Busi-

nesses looking to relocate or expand always check out the cultural cli-

mate of a city before considering opening operations there. As we 

know all too well right now, Gaston County is in need of new industries 

and jobs. Anything we can do to bring new activity to this area is going 

to be beneficial to each and every one of us.  A Purchase Award at one 

of GCAG’s art shows is a great way for your company or employer to 

actively support the arts. Purchase Awarders are allowed to come in 

before a show opens and select art which will then be paid for by the 

company. The company will be recognized at the Show Reception and 

in this newsletter.  The “Visual Harvest” show is coming up at the end 

of this month, the Miniature Show is in November, and a new Arts On 

Main show opens this month.  Please encourage your employer to im-

plement a Purchase Award. Talk to any of the board members if you 

need further information.  Bessemer City Middle School’ won First Place in the Middle 
School level  at the Chalk Art Festival on Saturday October 1st. 
Unfortunately, they suffered several “fatalities”. Very creative! 
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Nat Cole’s “Messengers in a Chair” 
 At The Art Station. Mixed media on wood.  

Photo by Judy Cole                        

Jan Craft  Chambers with one of her metal sculptures at the Arts On Main Grand Reception 
Photo by Tammy Cantrell 

Elementary level First Place Winner 
Flora at work on her creation 

Photo by Tammy Cantrell 

Forest View High School’s team took the First Place Award at high 
school level. Pictured with them are State Representative John Torbett,     

Merryman Cleveland, Jackie Dunford and Juliette Shelley 
Photo by Tammy Cantrell 

First Place Winner at the Adult level Sandra Byers pic-
tured with State Rep. John Torbett, Merryman, Jackie, 

Juliette and an unidentified woman. 
Photo by Tammy Cantrell 

 Welcome to our New and Renewing members:  
Tracie Anderson, Mary Barger, Sandra Bullock, Barbara O’Neal 
Davis, Mimi Kline, Charity Moore, Pam Morgenstern, Meghan 

Seehorn, Marian Watts,  and Christine Yost.  

We still need volunteers to help staff Arts On Main! Volunteers are continually needed to help keep AOM open and 

running smoothly. All members are asked to work a few hours a month if possible. For safety reasons, the building needs to have at 

least 2 people volunteering during all open hours.  Implore your friends and neighbors to become members and get involved.  No 

artistic talent is necessary!  There will always be a tenant who’s responsible for the cash register, so don’t be intimidated. We’re a 

fun bunch of people and it will be a great opportunity to get to know some new people, and also to check out the new stuff first!   
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Call for News and Events… 
Got any Art News or know of  Events you’d  like to share with Guild Members? 

Email news or announcements to Belinda Norman at: brnorman@bellsouth.net.  

Wendy Holmes and Stacey Mickleson from Artspace visited 
Gastonia and conducted a preliminary feasibility study in 
October 2010. Based upon the findings of that study, includ-
ing evidence of a broad-based and interested arts commu-
nity, ample real estate opportunities suitable to this project 
concept, and local leaders motivated to pursue a mixed-use 
arts facility, it was determined that there was potential for 
an Artspace modeled community to succeed. Now, as a next 
step, a survey is being conducted to better understand the 
space needs of  artists of all disciplines in Gastonia and the 
surrounding region. Your input is key, as the results of this 
survey will help us secure funding for the project, determine 
how many spaces to build, and to design a facility that meets 
the unique needs of Gastonia area artists. We have until 
Nov. 19th to take the survey. It will take approximately 10 
minutes to complete. At the end of the survey, please click 
on the "Submit" button to ensure that your responses have 
been recorded. 

Stacey and Wendy from Artspace with Richard Rankin in front of              
Merryman Cleveland’s jewelry vault at Arts On Main 

                                        Photo by Tammy Cantrell 

Don’t forget our important upcoming shows! 
 
Take-in for “A Visual Harvest” at the Jeanne Rauch Gallery of Gas-
ton College is Friday Oct. 14th 10-4pm and Saturday Oct. 15th from 
1-4pm. The Opening Reception will be  Thursday October 27th from 
6-9pm, with Awards presented at 7pm. Exhibit will run Oct. 27th-
Dec. 15th. Jamie Franki, Associate Professor of Illustration at UNCC 
will be the judge. $15/3 entries for members, $30/3 entries for non-
members. All entries must have been completed within the last 2 
years.  Amy McHenry is chairing the show this year.  Awards will to-
tal $1,00.00.  A 30% commission applies on sales. Prospectuses have 
been mailed. For more info contact Amy at (704) 860-9224. 
 
Take-in for  The Miniature Show at Gaston County’s Main Branch 
Library on Garrison Blvd. in Gastonia is Tuesday, Nov. 1st 2-6pm. 
The Opening Reception will be Tuesday November 8th at 7pm.  The 
Guild’s regular monthly meeting will be held there as well.  This 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ /ƘŀŘǿƛŎƪΣ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ Dŀǎǘƻƴ /ƻƭπ
lege . She currently works exclusively in porcelain and has impressive 
ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎΦ  DŜƴƴŜƴŜ /ƻǊŘƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƛǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ 
members only, and the entry fee is $5/3 entries. $500 total in cash 
awards given, 20% commission applies on sales. For details contact 
Gennene at (704) 867-6086.  
 
New this year: The new Convention Center in downtown Gastonia 
is opening soon and they will be selecting large works from GCAG 
members, on Oct. 15th at AOM. Up to 3 pieces will be accepted, 
which will hang for 3 months in the Convention Center. A 30% com-
mission applies on sales. For info, contact  AOM at (704) 865-4224 
 
Take-up for the next exhibit at AOM is Oct. 14th and 15th from 
11am-7pm. The theme is open, and 3 pieces per artist may be sub-
mitted. There is no time limit for completion of the works. This show 
will hang through January 6, 2012. 30% commission applies on sales. 

The next exhibit in the Vault at AOM will feature the work of late Gastonia architect Hugh White who “put the face on Gastonia”. 
He designed most of the old buildings downtown including City Hall, the Arts On Main building and the Webb Theater. The exhibit will 
open October 29th in conjunction with the new show opening in the Gallery of AOM from 6-9pm.  
 

Other Artist Opportunities… 
Charlotte Art League’s “Fall into Art” juried show will be accepting entries Friday Oct. 28th 5-8pm, Sat. Oct. 29th 11am-3pm, and 
Sun. Oct. 30th 1-5pm. Reception Nov. 4th 6-9pm. $1,000.00 total in cash prizes. More info: www.charlotteartleague.org. 
 
Guild of Charlotte Artists’ 2011 Fall Juried Show Take-in is Sat. Oct. 8th 10am-12pm. Reception Oct. 9th 4-6pm. Cash awards. Judge 
is Steve Childs. Show runs through November 5th. Show chair: Pat Williams (704) 364-5334  www.guildofcharlotteartists.org. 
 
The Reserve in Waxhaw Shopping Extravaganza Nov. 12th. Apply through Oct. 22nd. Email for application: kerripurple@aol.com. 
 

Don’t Miss: 
Sat. Oct. 8th - Gateways Festival in Kings Mtn. at SASI. View the Gateways Art Exhibit, Wood carving  & watercolor demos, bluegrass 
music, kids art projects,  free RC Cola and Moon Pies, ride the trolley.  All-day event. Music from 1-3pm. SASI (704) 739-5585. 

mailto:brnorman@bellsouth.net
mailto:brnorman@bellsouth.net
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/showMessage?filterBy=&.rand=674069181&midIndex=0&mid=1_612978_AH1ck0UAARfMTegS%2FgFU2Bs2UpE&f=1&fromId=jdunford%40carolina.rr.com&m=1_612978_AH1ck0UAARfMTegS%2FgFU2Bs2UpE%2C1_612416_AG1ck0UAAXEQTegMGQs1qlVyZAY%2C1_609775
http://www.artspacegastonia.org/tools/packages/jrc_lightbox/getblock?bID=1069&iframe=true
http://www.charlotteartleague.org
http://www.guildofcharlotteartists.org
mailto:kerripurple@aol.com

